WORKING TEST CHAMPIONSHIP REGULATIONS 
In force for the season 
Art 1
The results of the Working Tests held during the social calendar (Jan - Dec) will be taken into account for the Working Test Championship.  The Working Test Championship is not officially recognized by ENCI but has an internal value in the Club.  Prizes can only be awarded to dogs owned by Club members.

Art 2 -  Categories and Classes
The categories and classes are as follows:

Non- Competitive Category

Training Class

This is a non-competitive class.  Dogs enrolled in this class, although non-competitive, will carry out the same exercises designed for the respective competitive class (Debutants - Beginners - Novice - Open).  The selected class and the choice non-competitive must be indicated at the time of enrollment.  The judge will give positive technical assistance during the test while taking into account the time limits for organizational motives.  In this class the judge will offer  an informal comment on the work carried out by the dog immediately after the conclusion of the exercise. Results are solely for the competitors and the dog will not be classified.

Minimum age: 8 months

Competitive Categories

Class D - Debutants

For dogs with a basic level of training in obedience and retrieving.

Dogs that have already gained a qualification in a Field Trial cannot be entered in this class.

Dogs that have obtained the above or that were placed 1st - 3rd in the previous season's final classification of the Working Test Championship must be entered in class C - Beginners.

Minimum age: 9 months

Class C -Beginners
For dogs with a good level of training in obedience and retrieving.

Dogs that have already obtained two qualifications in a Field Trial or won a Field Trial 'Francese-Novice' cannot be entered in this class.

Dogs that have gained the above or that were placed 1st - 3rd in the previous season's Working Test Championship must be entered in Class B - Novice.

Minimum age: 12 months

Class B - Novice
For dogs with a high level of training in obedience and retrieving.

Dogs that were placed 1st - 3rd in the previous season's Working Test championship must be entered in Class A - Open.

Minimum age: 15 months

Class A - Open
For dogs with an excellent level of training.

It is compulsory to enter in this class any dog that:

- is a Field Trial Champion

- has won a Field Trial 'Inglese' or Open Field Trial.

- has won an Open Class Working Test.

- has gained a qualification 'excellent' in a Field Trial 'Inglese- Open'.

- the above is also valid for dogs gaining qualifications abroad (incl. US and GB)

Minimum age: 18 months

Art. 3 - Organization
The competition are held on terrain of varying difficulty and are organized in 'Steps' (exercises).  The number of steps can vary and is decided by the organizing committee.

The Working Tests must be organized by one or more experienced persons qualified in the field and who must not compete in the same event.  Together with the judges they will select the grounds and the exercises.  If a competitor wishes to withdraw his/her dog they must notify one of the judges and/or the person responsible for the Step.

Handlers must ensure that their dogs are in good health, physically fit and are in possession of a current rabies vaccination certificate issued at least 30 days before and no more than 12 months before the event.

Bitches in season may NOT compete.

No handler shall carry out any physical correction by way of punishment to any dog either on or off the field.  Such correction shall be sanctioned by immediate expulsion from the competition and referral to the arbitors for eventual disciplinary action.

Enrollment will be refused to any dog whose owner is currently disciplined within the Club, by ENCI or the FCI.

Any participant who openly contests the judges' decisions or who criticises the organizing committee, terrain or assistants may be disqualified.

The organizing committee must ensure that:

a)  the terrain selected for the test does not present any hazard or danger for the dog.

b)  the terrain has not been used for training during the days leading up to the test.

Art 4 - Assigning Qualifications
Every Step consists of one or more retrieves.  The method of execution will be established before the commencement of the competition and the level of difficulty will be equal for all competitors within the same class. Should a dummy fall in a different area from the previous (easier or more difficult) the judge can require the dummy/ies to be thrown again.

The judge can award points from 1-10 for heeling and for each retrieve.  A failure on a retrieve or loss of control while handling during a multiple exercise can result in 0 (zero) points for the entire exercise.

The decision is at the judge's discretion and he/she should state his /her criteria of evaluation before the start of the exercise.

Participants in the non-competitive category (Training) that commit an error or do not complete an exercise will be given a chance to finish that exercise.

Dogs running in Class D - Debutants can be kept on the lead (at the handler's discretion) until sending the dog for the retrieve without any penalty. 

Dogs running in Class B - Beginners can be kept on the lead (at the handlers discretion) until sending the dog for the retrieve but in this case there will be a deduction of 3 - 5 points (at the judge's discretion based on the difficulty of the exercise) for the exercise in which the lead was used.  

Leads will not be used during exercises in the Novice and Open Classes.

The classification of each Working Test is based on the sum of all the points in each Step.  The winner is the dog who obtains the highest number of points.  In the case of two or more dogs obtaining the same number of points for the 1st, 2nd or 3rd places there will be a run-off to determine these places in the classification.  Points gained in the run-off will not be counted in the final classification of the championship.

Art 5 - Championship Classification, Points and Titles
Only those dogs that have competed in at least half of the Working Tests of the calendar year can participate in the classification for the Championship.  For the classification of the championship the points gained in each Working Test, regardless of the number of exercises,  shall be converted to a total of 100.  This mechanism allows for competitions which have a different number  of exercises for organizational reasons to be brought into line.  Example: a dog that has gained 110/120 will have a score of 91.66 (110:120 = x : 100): a dog that gained 65/80 will have a score of 81.25 (65 : 80 = x : 100).  The final score is the sum of all the converted scores gained in all the Working Tests run in the calendar year minus two (e.g. if 6 Working Tests are held in the year the final classification will be calculated from the results of 4 so not to penalize bitches in season or dogs with an injury).  Those dogs that have participated in all Working Tests can discard the two lowest scores.  Dogs that, during the course of the Championship, pass from a lower class to a higher class keep 50% of the points gained and are withdrawn from the former class.  The dog that gains the highest score in its respective class during the year is the winner.  The calculation of points and the drawing up of the classification is carried out by a specially nominated body of the Working Section.  After calculation of the final scores the winners will be notified by the said body.  

The winners then have 15 days in which to submit the relevant health certificates (hip, elbow and eye).  These certificates are for the exclusive use within the club and will not be published without authorization of the owner.

Art 6 - Awards 

The Club publishes the names of the winners and of the first ten placed dogs in the classification of each class in the annual Year Book.  Prizes will be awarded to the winners of each of the four classes and possibly special awards for each breed.

Notes on the current regulations:
Judging and Evaluation

The aim of a Working Test is to demonstrate the natural ability of the retriever by simulating situations that could arise during a normal shooting day and not to inhibit its instinct or capabilities in retrieving.  It is important to bear in mind that these abilities and the desired quality of the work to be carried out are the following:

a)  A retriever must be calm, steady to gunshot and thrown dummies, must retrieve to command and must walk confidently to heel  off  lead.

b)  The natural abilities to be shown in a Working Test are:

- good marking

- swift retrieve and return to the handler.

c)  CREDIT POINTS:
-  natural marking ability

-  good nose

-  good heeling

-  swift retrieve and delivery

-  steadiness

-  control.

d)  FAULTS THAT COULD LEAD TO ZERO POINTS

-  failed retrieve

-  whining or barking

-  running in or chasing

-  total lack of control

-  refusal to enter water

-  switching dummies

-  hunting with a dummy in the mouth

-  hard mouth

-  stopping to look at the dummy/handler before picking up the retrieve.

Specific Instructions
a)  Major faults leading to loss of points:
-  slow response to the handler's commands

-  noisy handling

-  being restless/asking for the handler's attention at the post.

-  pulling on the lead

-  bad control and/or disturbing other participants

-  bad marking and/or memory of the fall

-  bad heeling in a walk up (both on and off lead)

-  sloppy retrieving

-  working slowly and /or without much initiative

-  putting down the dummy several times

 - marking the territory.

b)  Faults that lead to zero points for all retrieves in an exercise:
-  repetition of a major fault in the same exercise

-  continual whining or barking

-  physical contact on the part of the handler with the dog

-  running in or trying to run in while on the lead

-  refusal to enter water

-  refusing to retrieve found dummies

-  gun shyness  ( A dog that runs away at gun shot will be eliminated.)

-  aggressive behaviour  (If this is repeated the dog will be expelled from the competition grounds.).

Exercise Examples
Non-Competitive Category (Training Classes)

Debutants - Beginners - Novice - Open levels

Dogs enrolled in these classes, even though non-competitive, will carry out the same exercises as the competitive classes (Debutants - Beginners -Novice - Open).  The judge will offer the handler technical support to help the dog complete the exercise positively, taking into account the time limits for organizational reasons.

Competitive Categories
Debutants Class: -  exercises are designed to evaluate the natural abilities of the dog and its relationship with the handler.  Exercises will include:

- a series of marks or double marks or a simulation of a drive.  The order of the retrieves is at the discretion of the handler.  Blinds, on land or in water, are not foreseen.

Beginners Class: -  exercises will include a series of marks or double marks or a simulation of a drive.  The order of the retrieves is at the handler's discretion.  Blinds, on land or in water are not foreseen unless they are in a confidence area where the dog has retrieved a previous mark.  The blind must be accompanied by a shot.

Novice Class: -  single marks, double marks, memories, distractions, blinds with shot, single and double retrieves on land and in water.

Open Class: -  as this is a class for dogs with an excellent level of training and with a qualification in an international competition it is possible to devise any exercise that does not present any physical danger for the dog.

The set up of the exercises, while taking into account these regulations, is at the discretion of the  organizers and the judges of the competition. The judge's decision and evaluation on the dogs' performance is final.

Note:  these modified regulations substitute the preceding regulations and will come into force from February 2009.

