ITALIAN NATIONAL REGULATIONS 

FOR FIELD TRIALS FOR  RETRIEVER BREEDS
In force from 1st January 2011

TRIALS
Art. 1
Italian National Trials are divided into:

· A Natural Hunting Ability Trial
· B Novice Trial
· C Open Trial
· D Champions Trial
· E Championship Trial
A) NATURAL HUNTING ABILITY TRIAL
· See Attachment “A” – Integral and essential part of these regulations.
B) NOVICE TRIAL:
· AIM

Novice Trial is meant to encourage the participation of those dogs less experienced, even if they haven’t reached a complete training. 

Those trials are designed to select the best dogs and to offer the possibility to evalue the natural qualities of the subjects, in order to obtain one of the minimum qualifications provided by these regulations.
The usage of lead is optional, keeping or taking it off will not influence in any way the judgement. The dog must be “steady” even with the lead on, therefore it should never be strained.
Each dog should have the possibility to carry out the second retrieve, unless in the first retrieve it’s made an eliminating fault.

In case it take place a long distance retrieve, or a high difficulty retrieve, the judge can decide to move the dog closer to the area where the game is supposed to be fallen, in order to facilitate the work of the dog.
The first retrieve must highlight the natural qualities of the subject, therefore the pair dog-handler will be put in condition to make it without excessive handling. 

After two retrieves, only the best dogs that have carried out a very good or excellent performance will run off for further rounds and, during the continuation of the trial, may be susceptible of elimination or downgrading.

· ORGANIZATION 

Novice trials are organized for dogs older than 18 months.
All the dogs of Retriever Breeds - which have not obtained any CAC in Italy in Novice – Open and Champion Trials or in International Trials - can take part in the competition.

Novice Trial can be judged by one judge for each battery (group).
In these trials can be awarded a CAC qualification for each battery (group) constituted of no less than 7 dogs and no more than 13 dogs.

If the entries are sent to the organizing committee in a number superior to 13 dogs, there will be arranged a split in more than one battery (group).

If there will not be the possibilities or the requirements to organize more than one battery (group), the organizing committee will provide by drawing by lot  to the settlement of the 13 dogs that will run for the trial.
C) OPEN TRIAL:
· AIM

Open Trial is organized for dogs with a higher level of training, in order to achieve the Italian Field Trial Champion title. This kind of trial has to highlight the natural qualities of the dog, supported by an appropriate level of training, that should never overcome the lack of natural qualities.

· ORGANIZATION 

Open trials are organized for dogs older than 18 months.

All the dogs of Retriever Breeds - which have not yet obtained 3 CAC in Field Trials in Italy - can take part in the competition.
Open Trial can be judged by one judge for each battery (group).

In those trials can be awarded a CAC qualification for each battery (group) constituted of no less than 7 dogs and no more than 13 dogs.

If the entries are sent to the organizing committee in a number superior to 13 dogs, there will be arranged a split in more than one battery (group).

If there will not be the possibilities or the requirements to organize more than one battery (group), the organizing committee will provide by drawing by lot to the settlement of the 13 dogs that will run for the trial.

C) CHAMPIONS TRIAL:
· AIM

Champions Trial is organized for dogs with such a higher level of training that justifies the obtained title. This kind of trial has to highlight the natural qualities of the dog, supported by a high level of training, that should never overcome the lack of natural qualities.

· ORGANIZATION 

Champions trials are organized for dogs older than 18 months.

All the dogs designated by ENCI Italian Field Trial Champions and all the dogs that have already obtained 3 CAC in trials in Italy have to take part in the competition. Working Champions dogs in other countries recognized by FCI and Great Britain Champions dogs (only if the title has already been ratified ) must take part in this competition.
Champions Trial can be judged by one judge for each battery (group).

In those trials can be awarded a CAC qualification for each battery (group) constituted of no less than 7 dogs and no more than 13 dogs.

If  the entries are sent to the organizing committee in a number superior to 13 dogs, there will be arranged a split in more than one battery (group).

If there will not be the possibilities or the requirements to organize more than one battery (group), the organizing committee will provide by drawing by lot to the settlement of the 13 dogs that will run for the trial.

D) CHAMPIONSHIP TRIAL:
· AIM

The aim of Championship Trial is to determine the absolute best subject of the year that shows and encloses in himself all those specific and natural features - and also training features - of the retriever breeds.  
· ORGANIZATION 

The Championship trial is a trial in which the dogs can take part only for titles obtained in Open or Champion trials during the previous season (from after the previous Championship/ before the next Championship).
It will take place according to international regulations and it will be put up as prize both the CAC and the CACIT.

It will run off in only one battery (group), with a number of dogs no less than 8 and no more than 14 per day, and if dogs qualified for the trial would be more than 14, it will be arranged to run off the trial in two different days, then the dogs will be split in batteries (groups) and judged in two days.
In this case only the dogs qualified with an Excellent will enter the second day of trial.

If its not reached the minimum number of dogs entitled, for that season the Championship Trial will not be organized.

The qualificative rating necessary to enter the qualification to Championship, listed below, can be obtained in Open Trials, Champion Trials and International Trials organized in Italy
1st Exc. Cac Cacit
1st Exc. Cac

1st Exc.

2nd Exc. Res. Cac Res. Cacit

2nd Exc. Res. Cac

2nd Exc.

3rd Exc. Second Res. Cac 

3rd Exc. 

The owners of the dogs entitled will be obliged to take care to notify to RCI the will to take part in the Championship Trial in question. This event can be organized by ENCI or RCI.

AIM
Art. 2

The Retriever is the shooting man’s indispensable help during a shooting day. 
The aim of these trials is to select the best dogs having the real gamefinding ability, good temperament, good marking, a good use of nose, good initiative and being tender-mouthed.

Handling is only to be considered as the indispensable complement to these qualities, keeping the dog steady while walking at the heel or at the stand, willing to obey the handler’s instructions when sent for game, which the dog has not been able to mark.

ORGANIZATION

Art. 3

The CAC Trials can only take place on game released according to the rules in the country where the trial takes place. Birds can be natural or eventually released on trial’s grounds on the day of the trial, in order to make the finding more probable. Those entries should be achieved in the most discreet way. The ethics should always be of highest priority. 
The game must be detected and shot - in the presence of the dogs or not - during a day’s formal shooting.  

Art. 4
The trials can be organized throughout the country by RCI, ENCI, or by Kennel Groups affiliated to ENCI. 
The Organizing Committee, represented by the “Trial Manager”, in mutual agreement with the host of the shoot, the ENCI Representative, the Judges - never overlapping or substituting to those considered their official assignments - takes the measures necessary for the successful outcome of these trials, with respect for safety.
The guns are nominated by the organizing committee or by the host of the shoot.

Art. 5
These trials can be held either during a driven shoot, where the dogs sit at the post, or during a walking-up shoot where the dogs have to walk at the heel in the line. It is desirable to be able to test the dogs just as much at the post, at heel in the line, as well in the water (art. 16).
In walking-up the judges, dogs and handlers nominated and the guns (at least two per judge) move forward in line. When the game is shot, the line stops and at the judge’s order a dog is sent to find and retrieve the game.

At a driven shoot, the judge positions the dogs, in order to have the best opportunity to mark the game. When there is only dead game, the dogs should be sent at the end of the beat. When there is wounded game, the judge is recommended to send the dog immediately.
In the programme announcing the competition, it must be mentioned whether waterwork is included, or if the competitors must provide themselves with a certificate in accordance with the Art. 16 of the present regulations.

ENTRIES

Art. 6
Only retriever breeds dogs, announced in the programme, can take part in the competition, so far as they are registered in a Studbook recognized by the FCI or in an enclosed register from a country affiliated to the FCI.
Art. 7
The CAC trials are trials opened to dogs older then 18 months.

When the need arises, participation can be limited only on basis of acquired titles or merit awards (titles previously obtained).

Notice of this limitation must be given beforehand in the programme of the competition.

Art. 8
Registrations must be sent in to the organizing committee’s Secretariat within the time limits set by the trial programme.

The organizing committee is advised to enclose a registration form with the programme, recapitulating the mentions required by them for drawing up a list of starters (the day’s programme), such as: dog’s official names and appellation – breed and sex- pedigree number – microchip - working book number – date of birth – name of the parents – name of breeder – names and addresses of owners and handlers.

REGISTRATIONS REFUSED – DOGS EXCLUDED

Art. 9
a) Dogs belonging to a person excluded from the ENCI or from FCI or owing an organization affiliated to the FCI any sum of money are not allowed to compete or are excluded.

b) The presence of bitches in season is strictly forbidden.
c) Limit date for entries: no entry will be accepted after closing date.

d) No entry fee will be reimbursed, except if withdrawal is made know before closing date, except for what established for bitches in season.
e) Entries will be valid only when accompanied by entry fee. Participants outside the organizing country shall be allowed to pay the entry fee on the spot, before the beginning of the trial, for all the dogs entered, whether present or not, except in cases covered by the regulation in letter d).
f) No change of dog will be accepted after closing date of entries.

g) Dangerous dogs, dogs suffering from infectious diseases, monorchid or cryptorchid dogs, dogs belonging to persons who are members of societies or clubs not recognized by the FCI, are not admitted.

h) The organizing committed is allowed to limit the number of dogs to a maximum of three per handler per day of trial.

POSTPONEMENT OR CANCELLATION OF TRIALS

Art. 10

When, for valid reasons, the organizing committee apply to ENCI to change the dates of trials, it must inform the persons concerned.

Owners are entitled to claim the reimbursement of the sum paid as fees within the 8 days following such notification. Entries for which fees have not been claimed back remain valid for the new stipulated date.

The organizing committee always reserves the right to cancel trials and reimburse entry fees.
JUDGES
Art. 11
Judges are appointed by organizing committee and ratified by ENCI,  their names are to be at the disposal of the competitors prior to the closure of entries and are to appear in the trial programme.
The judges are left completely free to form their judgements. They are, however, requested to observe the present regulations.

TRIAL MANAGER AND STEWARDS

Art. 12
TRIAL MANAGER’S AIM and TASKS
He must ensure: a good functioning of the hunting trials for retrievers, the safety during hunting action, respect of ethic and of the issues related to the conservation of wildlife heritage.
The Trial Manager will be appointed and managed by the organizing committee, that chooses him from a list arranged and updated by the Italian Retrievers Club (specialized organization) and made available to the organization authorized to carry out a retrievers trial.
This role can be hold by a person with a recognized experience in the field in order to guarantee the greatest impartiality and the alternation of different organizational realities, a person which is an expert in territories, in games and in hunting traditions of the sites in which the competition takes place.
The name of the Trial Manager is to be enclosed in the calendar and in the poster of the event next to the name of the judges, in order too be announced and published at the moment of entries and is to be responsible for the entire duration of the event, also in case of more days of competition, in which he will not compete.
Specific tasks:
1 – It’s given to the Trial Manager the task to provide and introduce to the judges and to the ENCI Representative, in appropriate advance and clearly and comprehensively, the standard of development of the above trial.

2 -  It’s given to the Trial Manager the task to show to the stewards, the translators and the handlers, the rules of behavior during the hunting competition, where no one, except the manager and the ENCI Representative, in agreement with the judges, should take any initiative, or however engage behaviors that could in some way affect the development of the competition or the judges’ decisions.
As a representative of the organizing committee, he’ll also have to claim from the participants a quiet and sporting behavior during the competition, respecting the judges’ and the ENCI Representative’s decisions, ensuring that this principle has been understood and supervising so that is respected.
3 – It’s given to the Trial Manager the task to explain, clearly and comprehensively, to the guns and to the host of the shoot what’s necessary to the right development of the competition.

4 – Not being the Trial Manager a person officially appointed by ENCI, he cannot replace or interfere with the decisions taken by the ENCI representative or by the judges themselves. 

The generic stewards are appointed by the organizing committee and managed by the Trial Manager, that may replace them during the development of the competition, if necessary. The stewards have the task of attending the judges in calling in the dogs and maintaining order between competitors and audience.
HANDLING OF THE DOGS

Art. 13

Under penalty of exclusion, handlers and dogs must be present at the meeting-place ready for call, and then be kept constantly available to the judges.
Except for events beyond control, the dog must be handled by the same person throughout the duration of the trial.
The owner or the handler shall not be allowed to have in hand any means of coercion.

Dogs cannot wear any kind of collar when they are under the judge’s authority.

No corporal punishment is allowed during the trial, under penalty of exclusion.
Art. 14

The dogs must bring back feathered game and/or furred game.
CALLING AND ELIMINATION OF DOGS

Art. 15

Drawing by lot is established by the organizing committee and takes place in the presence of the handlers, of the ENCI Representative and/or (if they want to attend) of the judges; it will determine the order of calling the competitors for the first circuit, the dogs will be tested there in batteries (groups) in increasing numerical order in accordance with the number attributed to them. As far as possible, dogs belonging to the same owner or handled by the same person do not compete together.
In case of trial with more than one judge, no dog is to be eliminated before having been judged by two judges, except dogs that have made an eliminating fault.

The judges are entitled to have game shot for a dog brought back by another dog, provided that the game has not been already baited.
The jury can decide that the trial will be ended by a run-off, calling up all dogs that can still get an Excellent; these dogs are positioned together at one post in the line, even if their number is more than three. During this run-off the dogs are judged by the complete jury. The run-off has the same influence on the final results as all the other rounds. The judges can withhold the CAC (or Res-CAC) if in their opinion is not necessary, according to the quality of the work carried out.
WORKING IN WATER
Art. 16
No dog can be classified if it has not succeeded in a retrieving test in deep water or, in default of water, during a previous national or international official trial mentioned in the working book or certified by a certificate issued on that occasion, drawn up in accordance with the model shown hereafter.
If the dogs eligible to be classified have not retrieved from deep water during the competition, an artificial retrieving test in deep water shall be proceeded with, retrieving cold game.

According to circumstances, the game shall be placed either in the water or at the opposite side of the water.

MODEL OF CERTIFICATE OF WORKING IN WATER

Signed at least by two official judges attesting the fulfillment of the test.
Validity: two years.

NAME OF THE ORGANIZING SOCIETY RECOGNIZED BY THE FCI

The undersigned (two official judges)…..certify that the dog….breed….sex…..
Studbook number….., has obtained the qualification…..for the work carried out in deep water, with seeking for and quick retrieving of game, at trial on (date)…..in the hunting season, organized by the Club….Signature….


The result of the test must be transferred on the dog’s working book.

ASSESSMENT OF THE WORK

Art. 17

a) The ideal retriever is attentive, steady and quiet at the post without asking any attention of his handler. He should mark his game well and should remember the fall for a long period of time. Sent for a retrieve, he should show hunting ability, initiative, good use of nose and gamefinding ability. He must not refuse any sort of cover and enter water without encouragement or showing fear. He should work with will to please and in good contact with the handler, but should not depend too much on his handler.
When finding the game the dog should work quickly, retrieve correctly and with tender mouth, without damaging the game. 
The game should be brought correctly to hand without trying to escape delivery.

b) MAJOR FAULTS

- being overdependent on the handler.

- noisy handling.

- being restless and asking the handler’s attention at the post.

- bad marking and/or bad memory of the fall.

- bad heeling.

- sloppy retrieving.

- working slowly and/or without much initiative.

- lack of control and disturbing of the ground useful for the trial.
- “eye wipe” (except FCI update).
- “first dog down” (except FCI update).
With one major fault a dog cannot get an excellent anymore.
c) ELIMINATING FAULTS

- switching game while retrieving.

- physical contact with the dog.

- aggressive behaviour.

- hard mouth.

- two times a major fault.

- whining or barking.

- gunshyness.

- running in

- out of control, chasing unshot game or hunting with game in the mouth.
- refusing to enter water.

- refusing to retrieve found game.

DEFINITIONS:

Definition of running in: if the dog leaves the post without permission with the intention to retrieve and has to be stopped.

Definition of eye wipe: a not used chance to find and retrieve game, while that piece of game, under exactly the same conditions, is picked by another dog or picked by hand by the judge or at the judges’ order.
Definition of first-dog-down: a not used chance to find and retrieve a supposedly wounded piece of game (supposed recoverable). The game must be marked by the dog, which is immediately sent for it.

The game is not found neither by the first sent dog, nor by another one or picked up by hand by the judges or at judges’ order.

PRIZES AND TITLES

Art. 18
Official recognition of awards will be granted by the ENCI/FCI only if the trial includes at least 7 dogs. The judges can withhold the CAC (or Res-CAC) if in their opinion is not necessary, according to the quality of the work carried out. 

The prizes must be accompanied by a qualificative rating, based on the work carried out from the dog: Excellent – Very Good – Good or Sufficient.
To be classified no eliminating fault can be made.

To obtain the CAC, the dog should have had at least 4 retrieves and have accomplished a perfect performance of exceptional merit.

Art. 19
At the end of the competition the judges shall proclaim and comment on the results and, before their departure, hand in classification to the organizers and sign the dogs’ working books.

CHAMPIONSHIPS AND TITLES

Art. 20

ITALIAN FIELD TRIAL CHAMPION:
The ENCI Executive Committee can award it to a retriever breeds dog  that has obtained the following titles in Italy:

- N°3 CAC (concerning the dogs), of which no more than one obtained in Novice Class.
- N° 2 CAC (concerning the bitches), of which no more than one obtained in Novice Class.

- Certificate of working in water (as for Art. 16)

- Qualificative rating of Very good in Club Show or Special International Dog Show. 
- when a dog acquires a CAC in Novice Class, he shall be passed in Open Class compulsorily.
(IMPORTANT: only one CAC acquired in Novice Class can be used for the  Championship).

FIELD TRIAL WINNER:
The specialized association can award – with its own resolution – the title shown below to the subjects that have obtained the following titles in Italy:

-  N°1 CAC in Hunting Trial.

- N°1 minimum qualificative rating of GOOD in Open – Champions or International Hunting Trial.
- Qualificative rating of Very good in Club Show or Special International Dog Show.
- Certificate of working in water (as for Art. 16)

Art. 21
The qualification needed for the entry to the Working Class in Dog Show and Club Show:

A Retriever Breeds subject to be allowed to compete in Working Class must have achieved the minimum qualificative rating of GOOD during a field trial held in Italy or in another area set by ENCI, released by one judge.
It is also possible to compete in Working Class in Dog Show achieving the qualificative rating of GOOD in the Natural Hunting Ability Trial organized by ENCI or by the Italian Retrievers Club (specialized association).  It is also allowed the entry in Working Class with a qualification achieved in a trial organized by Countries recognized by FCI.

TRANSITORY AND FINAL RULE

Art. 22
Subjects that have already achieved the requirements for Field Trial Winner Title will have to confirm what they’ve already achieved obtaining the qualificative rating of EXCELLENT in Open Class or in an international level trial.
Bitches that have already achieved 2 CAC at the moment of the entry in force of the present regulations, will have to compete in Open Class. They will accrue the working requirements to achieve the Italian Working Champion Title after having obtained the qualificative rating of EXCELLENT in Open Class, or Champions Class or international: in this case, they will have to compete in Champions Class, compulsorily. 
ATTACHMENT “A”

TO THE ITALIAN NATIONAL REGULATIONS 

FOR FIELD TRIALS FOR  RETRIEVER BREEDS

NATURAL HUNTING ABILITY TRIAL:

· AIM

The aim of the Natural Hunting Ability Trial is to promote the beginner dogs participation, even if they have not reached a complete and appropriate training, in order to select the best dogs and, most of all, to offer the possibility to evaluate the natural qualities of the subjects that are facing for the first time this trial, in the view of the achievement of one of the qualifications provided by the present regulations.
With this aim, each dog will be judged individually, therefore he will be only qualified and not classified.
· ORGANIZATION 

Natural Hunting Ability Trials are only for subjects older than 18 months that have not achieved any qualificative rating of EXCELLENT in hunting trials held in Italy.
These trials can be organized by ENCI or by a specialized association.

These events will be judged by ENCI or FCI judges (as for Art. 11 from the present regulations). The judges are left completely free to form their judgements. They are, however, requested to observe the present regulations, that foresee some dispensations from what has been fixed for other tests of higher level.
Hunting Aptitude Tests can take place also with partial usage of cold games, that, when used, has to be in excellent conditions and checked by the judge before being placed on the ground.

In the case of a positive test, it will be issued a qualification with good- very good- excellent. This qualification will be valid for admission to Working Class in Dog Shows and to the Official Register of Selected Breeders.
· DEVELOPMENT OF THE TRIAL 

Natural Hunting Ability Trials are held recreating practical hunting situations.

1- The handler with the dog at the lead is placed close to the guns, in order to follow the hunting action, from a good position to mark easily the fall of the game, and, in this case, to be sent immediately to the retrieve.

It will be avoided to send the dog in case of high distance or high level of difficulty retrieves, that will be however used for the test afterwards.

Each dog must have the chance to retrieve a marked shot game, that has to be retrieved correctly, under penalty of exclusion of the dog.
2- After a correct first retrieve, it will be required the retrieve of a game previously shot.
In this stage, the handler is allowed to move forward to help the dog seeking, but always respecting the limits established by the judge. The judge must adapt the distances depending on the difficulty of the ground, if necessary, will further bring the pair handler-dog closer to the fall of the game, in order to evaluate the qualities of search, smell and retrieving.
If even in this situation the dog fails to complete the retrieve, he will not obtain a qualification.
Only at this stage it will be admitted, at the discretion of the organizers,  the usage of cold game, and when used it has to be in good conditions and checked by the expert judge at the time of being placed on the ground.
3- The dog must retrieve from deep water.

If the dogs eligible to be classified have not retrieved from deep water during the test, an artificial retrieving test in deep water shall be proceeded with, retrieving cold game.

In this case, the game shall be placed either in the water or at the opposite side of the water.
It will be released a certificate of working in water with a validity of two years as for Art. 16 of the present regulations.

4- Each handler with the dog at the lead has to follow at a short distance another competitor, during the all stages of the test, without disturbing.
· ELIMINATING FAULTS 

- switching game while retrieving.

- physical contact with the dog.

- aggressive behaviour.

- hard mouth.

- whining or barking.

- gunshyness.

- running in

- no obedience to handler’s recall.

- refusing to enter water.

- refusing to retrieve found game.

- Sum of major faults.

If a dog doesn’t make eliminating faults during the first two retrieves and overcomes the retrieving in water, he can be qualified with a good – very good or excellent.
· MAJOR FAULTS

- being overdependent on the handler.

- noisy handling.

- being restless and asking the handler’s attention at the post.

- lack of control and disturbing of the ground useful for the trial.

- bad marking and/or bad memory of the fall.

- bad heeling.

- sloppy retrieving.

- working slowly and/or without much initiative.

With one major fault a dog cannot get an excellent anymore.
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